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cast by Louis Napoleon, assisted by the timely return of Bona-
partist bones from St. Helena and Bonapartist nephew from
England, so that for the second time in two generations the
Republic merged into the Empire. The formula of the spell was
the assertion that Napoleon had himself been a Liberal. The
histories written by Liberals like Thiers had lent colour to the
notion. The programme of promises drawn up by Louis
Napoleon crystallized the legend so as to elicit the support of
peasants who feared the 'Reds* of Paris, soldiers impatient with
Republican theorists, and merchants who hoped for stability
and order. Anti-revolutionary Monarchists and Liberal Orlean-
ists equally tended to support him against Democratic Republi-
cans like Lamartine. And it is significant that the forces of
Socialism were routed by General Gavaignac under the direc-
tion of the Republican government in the 'June days' of 1848,
six months before the election of the Bonapartist President. It
was the cleavage between the political and social strands of the
revolutionary tradition which opened the door to the counter-
revolutionary forces of Bonapartism.1
The humiliation of Sedan did not, as is commonly supposed,
kill Bonapartism as a political force. It had nearly thirty repre-
sentatives in the National Assembly in 1871, and even in 1875
the party's candidates could poll as many as 42,000 votes in
some constituencies. To the first Chamber of Deputies of 1876,
some seventy-five Bonapartists were returned. Only slowly did
the strange spell lose its fascination for Frenchmen, and at no
stage did it lose its counter-revolutionary character. Its dis-
ciples stood, like the Liberals, for a strong centralized national
government in opposition to the decentralizing tendencies of
both extreme Right and extreme Left. Bonapartism represented
the tradition of etatisme as strongly as the Liberals; the appeal
to demagogy (in the form of plebiscite) as strongly as the
Jacobins; and the sentiment of social equality only less strongly
than the Socialists. That it was still associated with the mob
tradition of violence came out clearly in 1874, when Gambetta
1 Cf. Louis Napoleon: Des U6es Napoltoniennes (1840); Lord
Rosebery: Napoleon: The Last Phase (reprint 1928); H. A. L. Fisher:
Bonapartism (1908), Chapters IV-VI.